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   Your  Study  Bible

E-Study Bible Course ~ How To Double Your Bible Study Pleasure


Personality Profile “Treasure Hunt”

Lesson 4   ~  PERSONALITY PROFILES  ~ Bible Character Studies

(Unique to LASB in 5 current  versions)

“Index to Personality Profiles NLT-1: 2177; NLT-2: 2329;LASB- NIV: 2433]

E-Study Course Digest ~  Everyone loves a story.  The LASB “Personality Profiles” of “the good, the bad, and the ugly” provide a perfect outline for a Bible story.  This one page in-text  biography can become an interesting series for a personal Bible Study Course or for group study.  You could ask participants to identify which characters they would like to study --- Old Testament,  the Gospels, or the Book of Acts.

   The NIVSB does not use the same approach to Character Studies.    They use 900 “footnote icons’ to give a brief bio-sketch.  It is explained more fully in the NIVSB frame below. [REMINDER:  If you have an LASB of any version but the NLT-LASB 2004, your paginations and the total  number of “Personality Profiles” will be different.’

 IMPORTANT  ~  This is the FIRST of FOUR important indexes in the LASB.   Lessons 4,5,& 6  will be focusing on the L.A.S.B. four “Major Indexes” and making comparisons with the NIVSB Study Bibles where appropriate: 

1. Index to  131 Personality Profiles  (Character Studies)

2. Index to Maps  (Including the 200+ In-Text Maps)

3. Index of 265 Charts (47 Life of Christ Charts)

4.
Master Index  (Called “Index to Notes” in earlier LASB editions.)
 [Tyndale Bible Owners REMINDER:  If you have an LASB of any version but the NLT-LASB 2004,      your paginations and the number of “Personality Profiles” will be different.’ 

 The same feature will usually be located about  the same place in earlier LASB versions.]

Personality Profiles of Bible  Figures  

 (115 BIOGRAPHIES  in the 1996 Edition; 131 in 2004 Edition) Each Bible Character profile contains most of a one column page (5-7 inches) including: a biographical sketch; a key lesson from that person’s life; and lists of that person’s strengths, accomplishments, weaknesses, and mistakes.

EXERCISE  for Lesson 4    ~   Personality Profile Chart Samples

 Note:  Group or Individual Exercise --- Choose a favorite character to study for the day.   You can read the profile, the footnotes, and/or the list of cross-references.  In a group setting ask each participant to share their favorite character and why they chose them from the list of 131 LASBNLT-2004 PERSONALITY PROFILES. (All previous LASB editions and other versions only have 115.)

Note:  If you are using a pre-2004 LASB  you can find even more of the “TREASURES” from Personality Profiles by reviewing “LIFE LESSONS FROM BIBLE PEOPLE” on pages 2128-2130.  [This same list does not appear  in the 2004 LASB edition or in some of the other LASB versions.]   

Spend quality time examining these rare “TREASURES” gleaned from the PERSONALITY PROFILES.  (An alternative approach to compliment the Profiles Studies!  Don’t overlook this find – a real treasure!)

Lesson Four Feature Exercise “How-To-Use” Suggestions:  

     Go to the actual Personality Profile List pages and pick out sample profiles that interest you from: 

(1) The Old Testament;  (2) The Gospels, and (3) the Book of Acts (The History Book of the Church Christ Promised in Matthew 16:18!)

Now, think of creative ways to “pan for the gold.”

      You can exhaust the options of “mining the treasures” using these ideas --- 

(1)  Read the profile of your choice. 

(2)  Read the cross references and their footnotes. (Use the concordance, too?)
(3)  Begin to make a list of choices for your dated journal of Bible Characters.  
(4)  Design a course with any number of personalities:  heroes, women, villains, etc.  
(5)  Think of creative ways to share your information (“Sharing is saving.”): 
· one-on-one, (with a Bible study partner & Jesus’ promise: Matthew 16:18)
· with the family circle, 
· at an impromptu one-time neighborhood Bible study, 
· in a 3 to 6 week study series with an on-going Bible study group, 
· in a three hour workshop,   using two Bible characters each hour from the Old Testament, Life of Christ (Gospels), and the “First Church In Acts.”
· in a six hour “marathon”  --- two hours for each:  Old Testament, Life of Christ (Gospels), and the “First Church In Acts.”  
Old Testament:  Twelve Tribes of Israel,  the First Three Kings of Israel (Saul, David, Solomon),  Three Great Prophets: (Samuel, Elijah, Elisha);  Three Great Prophet Writers:  Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and/or Daniel.

Three Great Leaders:  Moses, Joshua, Nehemiah

Gospels: Life of Christ:  Twelve Disciples;  Three Gospel Heroes: John the Baptist,  Peter, Andrew;  Three Gospel Authors:  Mark,  Matthew, Luke;  Three Miracle Stories;  Three Miracle Stories; Ten Resurrection Appearances.

Acts, The Church Christ Promised (Matthew 16:18):  Major characters: Peter,  Stephen,  Philip, Paul;  Significant women:  Dorcas,  Lydia,  Priscilla;  Leading opponents.  Scribes & Pharisees,  Herod,  Agrippa

Do not forget to do your research by using the four major indexes:   (1) Personality Profiles 

(2) Charts, 

(3) Maps (Key and In-text), 

(4) Master Index to Application Footnotes,  along with the concordance.
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Using John’s Gospel As A Beginning Point 

JOHN’S GOSPEL HAS  6 OF THE 131  “PERSONALITY PROFILE” CHARTS                                 [Note: the following “(J-14) refers to John 14 in the LASB Gospel of John]   

John’s “Personality Profile Charts” include:  The Apostle John (J-14),  John the Baptist  J-1) , Nicodemus (J-2),  Caiaphas (J-12),  Mary Magdalene (J-20),  and Thomas (J-20).

   The “Home” page side tabs have the whole “Book of John” mini-study series introduces you to a 78 page John’s Gospel only book study of the seven basic feature lessons that can be completed in 8 days.   You may also be interested in the 17 Days of Lead-In  “Spiritual Formation-Evangelism” course in the front part of John’s LASB Gospel.  It was prepared by Pastor-Evangelist Greg Laurie  of Riverside California and is entitled:  “How You Can Know God.” (Recommended for disciplers and new disciples.) 

                            [Click here to see the web page:   www.harvest.org.]
[For information about the availability extra copies of John’s Gospel LASB-NLT 1996 contact Virgil Reeve  at apply2life.studiedbible.org  or Bibles at Cost – www.biblesatcost.com.   Quantity pricing at about $1.00 each.]
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